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Front Yard 
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Life Form Speci
al 
Love
? 

Plant Family Latin Name Common Name Health Status Contra 
Costa 
County 
native? 

How 
Easy? 

Notes 

Shrub  Asteraceae Artemisia californica California sagebrush Thriving yes very easy Crush a leaf and 
smell! 

Perennial  Asclepidaceae Asclepias fascicularis narrow leaf milkweed Thriving yes pretty 
easy 

Host plant for 
Monarch butterfly 

Perennial  Asclepidaceae Asclepias speciosa showy milkweed doing ok yes   
Annual  Portulacaceae Calandrinia ciliata red maids Just a baby yes   
Perennial  Liliaceae Chlorogalum pomeridianum soap plant Thriving yes easy  

Shrub yes! Asteraceae Chrysothamnus nauseosus common rabbitbrush Thriving yes very easy  

Perennial yes! Asteraceae Corethrogyne filaginifolia 
(Lessingia filaginifolia) 

 Thriving yes very easy  

Perennial  Ranunculaceae Delphinium californicum California larkspur Seems to be 
doing well 

yes   

Perennial  Primulaceae Dodecatheon hendersonii shooting star, mosquito 
bills 

Thriving yes   

Shrub  Polygonaceae Eriogonum grande 
rubescens 

red buckwheat Thriving no, but 
Channel 
islands 

very easy  

Annual/Bi
ennial/Per
ennial 

 Brassicaceae Erysimum capitatum western wallflower Thriving yes easy  

Annual  Papaveraceae Eschscholzia californica California poppy Thriving yes very easy Bumble bees love me! 

Grass  Poaceae Festuca idahoensis blue fescue Thriving yes  needs supplemental 
water 

Annual  Polemoniaceae Gilia tricolor Bird's eye Gilia Just a baby yes easy  
Perennial  Asteraceae Grindelia camporum Great Valley gumweed Doing ok yes very easy Hard prune will kill 

Annual  Asteraceae Helianthus annuus sunflower Just a baby yes  Needs supplemental 
water 

Annual  Asteraceae Layia platyglossa tidy tips Thriving yes   
Shrub yes! Fabaceae Lupinus albifrons silver bush lupine Started new 

baby in different 
place 

yes A little 
difficult 

 

Shrub  Fabaceae Lupinus formosus lupine Doing well so 
far 

yes   

Shrub  Malvaceae Malacothamnus 
fasciculatus 

chaparral mallow Thriving yes very easy Bees love me! 



Shrub  Ericaceae Arctostaphylos hybrid from 
Las Pilitas (densiflora x 
pungens) 

"Ian Bush" manzanita Thriving kind of - 
both 
parents yes 

very easy  

Perennial  Scrophulariace
ae 

Mimulus aurantiacus sticky monkey flower Seems to be 
doing ok 

yes I've killed 
2 

Summer water kills 

Perennial yes! Lamiaceae Monardella villosa coyote mint Doing well yes  Beautiful fluffy purple 
flowers 

Grass  Poaceae Muhlenbergia rigens deergrass Thriving no but 
central 
valley 

  

Grass  Poaceae Nassella pulchra purple needle grass Thriving yes very easy reseeds like crazy 
Annual  Hydrophyllacea

e 
Nemophila menziesii baby blue eyes Doing ok yes   

Perennial yes! Scrophulariace
ae 

Penstemon centranthifolius scarlet bugler Thriving yes very easy  

Perennial  Apiaceae Perideridia kelloggii Kellog's yampah Thriving yes  Host plant for anise 
swallowtail butterfly 

Annual  Plantaginaceae Plantago erecta California plantain Doing ok yes   
Annual yes! Papaveraceae Platystemon californicus cream cups Thriving yes easy  
Shrub yes! Anacardiaceae Rhus trilobata squawbush Thriving yes very easy Has red berries 
Shrub yes! Grossulariacea

e 
Ribes indecorum white flowering currant Thriving no, but 

socal 
very easy I bloom Dec-Feb - 

Bumble bees love me! 

Shrub  Lamiaceae Salvia mellifera black sage Thriving yes very easy Bees/bumble bees 
love me! Crush a leaf 
and smell 

Perennial yes! Solanaceae Solanum umbelliferum bluewitch nightshade Thriving yes very easy Bumble bees love me! 

Annual  Papaveraceae Stylomecon heterophylla wind poppy Doing well yes   
Perennial  Asteraceae Wyethia angustifolia narrow-leaved mule 

ears 
Doing ok yes  needs supplemental 

water 
Shrub yes! Onagraceae Zauschneria cana 

(Epilobium canum) 
California fuschia Thriving yes very easy spreads, has hot pink 

flowers thru Oct 
Shrub   Buddleja x weyeriana 

'Honeycomb' 
yellow butterfly bush  Not a CA 

native 
  

Perennial   Marrubium rotundifolium silver edged horehound  Not a CA 
native 

  

Perennial   Penstemon pinifolius 
'Mersea yellow' 

yellow pineleaf 
penstemon 

 Not a CA 
native 

  

Perennial   Helianthemum 
nummularium "Ben More" 

Ben More rock rose  Not a CA 
native 

  

Perennial   Salvia 'Raspberry Delight' Raspberry Delight 
hybrid bush sage 

 Not a CA 
native 

  

Perennial  Lamiaceae Salvia chamaedryoides blue chichuahuan sage  Not a CA 
native 

  

Tree   Acacia stenophylla shoestring acacia  Not a CA 
native 

 Wish I had planted 
another desert willow 
instead! 
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Shrub  Asteraceae Baccharis pilularis coyote brush Thriving yes very easy  
Shrub  Asteraceae Brickellia californica California brickelbush Doing ok yes  Nice smell in summer 

Tree yes! Bignoniaceae Chilopsis linearis desert willow Thriving no, socal 
mostly 

very easy Gorgeous pink tubular 
flowers all season 

Succulent yes! Rosaceae Dudleya cymosa (I think) in 
container 

canyon liveforever Thriving yes very easy Mine is in complete 
shade 

Shrub  Rosaceae Heteromeles arbutifolia toyon Thriving yes very easy has berries 
Shrub  Scrophulariace

ae 
Keckiella corymbosa red beardtongue Seems like its 

doing ok 
yes   

Grass  Poaceae Nassella cernua nodding needlegrass Thriving yes very easy  
Shrub yes! Rosaceae Oemleria cerasiformis oso berry Looks good yes  Shade & water, has 

berries 
Shrub  Rosaceae Prunus virginiana var. 

demissa 
western choke cherry Doing ok but 

could use more 
shade 

yes  needs supplemental 
water, has cherries! 

Perennial  Lamiaceae Satureja douglasii yerba buena hanging in there yes  needs supplemental 
water 

 


